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After Biking; Summer Landscape, 2020 (detail)
Thanks for signing up for my newsletter.
In as much as 2020 has been disruptive, maligned and generally full of upheaval, it has
offered an opportunity for rethinking routines and approaches in all sectors of life. And
so it goes with how I am considering my work, and its relationship to a viewing public.
There are avenues of exchange to explore. It is in that vein I have considered this
newsletter – as a means to communicate ideas and updates about my work, and
thereby generating new ideas and some discourse.

--------------------------------------

This summer involved a bit of camping. Many sunny days, John biked while I found places to
paint or draw. Some of this was along the edges of Long Island, or up and down the Hudson
Valley. We drove up state New York and into the Berkshires. Many of the painted studies, along
with other small works, were offered for sale on my new online shop:
https://mdoerndanko.bigcartel.com/. Updates every two weeks.

Sailboat Shop, Hudson Valley. 2020 (detail)

In this recent stretch, I’ve made a lot of paintings combining photos with snippets from
various resources; I consider this in a diaristic way. Items along the tabletop, views out
the window, pieces of magazines, are all fodder. Images from what I am streaming are
making their way into the work too: houses from the Durrell’s in Corfu, or Anne with an
E, for instance. Images of Molly at the table, or our visit to Lenox. I’ve also been
including
references
from
the
Metropolitan
Museum
of Art’s website
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works/
What is powerful in painting is the sort of evocative
storytelling possible in the format of a rectangle. I am not
so much after depiction or narrative, as investigating
associations among forms that present a liminal scenario.
I’ve been making paintings where I’ve got a small tall
vertical; everything is smaller than 15”x11” and oriented up
and down. An adequate area for a picture-story. In the
paintings, I have been putting things that are separate and
awkward together, not naturally inclined. Trying to balance
that which is difficult to resolve. (There’s 2020 for you).
I don’t know where things will go. With so much unevenness
in the outward world, it seems especially important to find
meaning in the center of things. I keep making these paintings. I follow their course and
intuitively investigate all sorts of ideas – and I am lucky to be able to teach about these
themes too. Teaching always catapults ideas. But I am looking to churn up some new
experiences. And new ideas.
My daughter advises me about social media. And soon I will have a Linktree. I am not a
luddite. But profoundly enjoy the experience of the visceral over virtual. Please be in
touch with ideas.
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